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Primary Performers for DOE Missions
and Programs
The second way of addressing the mission roles of the laboratories is to exam-
ine which laboratories the DOE programs look to as the primary performers of
their missions. In general, a discrete set of laboratories conducts the over-
whelming majority of laboratory-based R&D in each of the Department’s
programs. Table 2 shows the primary performers for each major element of the
Department’s missions.

For each program, the primary performers are the ones in which the program
makes enduring and strategic investments. Most programs also fund other
laboratories to take advantage of special capabilities or facilities that were
developed in support of other missions.

As Table  2 shows, the science mission often uses more laboratories to
perform its missions than do the other missions. This reflects the fact that
science underlies virtually all of the Department’s missions. Some elements of
the science mission are deliberately integrated with and co-located with other

Table 2. Primary Performers for DOE Missions and Programs

Mission Program Laboratories

National Security National Securityb SNL, LANL, LLNL
Naval Reactors BAPL, KAPL

Energy Resources Fossil Energy METC/PETC
Renewable Energy NREL
Energy Efficiency ORNL, NREL
Nuclear Energy PNNL, ANL

Environmental Quality Civilian Radioactive Waste PNNL, SNL, LANL, LLNL
Environmental Science
and Technology INEL, METC, SRTC, PNNL, SNL, ORNL

Science High Energy Physics FNAL,a SLAC,a BNLa, LBNL
Nuclear Physics TJNAF,a BNL,a LANL,a ANL,a ORNLa

Plasma Physics PPPLa

Environmental Sciences PNNLa

Biological Sciences LBNL, LANL, LLNL, ANL, BNL, ORNL
Computational Sciences Distributed,c LBNLa

Basic Energy Sciences Distributed,c ANL,a BNL,a LBNL,a LANL, ORNLa

a Location of major user facility for program.
b Includes the Offices of Defense Programs, Nuclear Nonproliferation, and Materials Disposition.
c Computational sciences and basic energy sciences work is distributed among many laboratories because they
are integrated with other research programs.


